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MARSHALL ISLANDS, REPUBLIC OF 

 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Sep 1984 Marine Zones Declaration 

Act 1984 
12nm  Enacted by constitutional government 

during transition from UN trusteeship to 
self-government under the Compact of 
Free Association with the U.S.; RMI 
achieved full sovereignty in 1986.   
 

 Mar 2016 Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act 2016 

12nm Repeals and replaces the Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act of 1984.  Enabling 
legislation for the Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits Declaration 2016. 
 
Enabling legislation to designate sea 
lanes and air routes and to prescribe 
traffic separation schemes; ships and 
aircraft to use all routes normally used for 
international navigation and overflight until 
such sea lanes and air routes are 
prescribed.   
 

 Apr 2016 Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits 
Declaration 2016 

 Promulgates geographical coordinates 
and charts. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Sep 1984  Marine Zones Declaration 
Act 1984 

 Enabling legislation for straight baselines 
and archipelagic limits; in absence of 
declared baselines, marine zones to be 
measured from conventional baselines.   
 
Enabling legislation to designate sea 
lanes and air routes and to prescribe 
traffic separation schemes; ships and 
aircraft to use all routes normally used for 
international navigation and overflight until 
such sea lanes and air routes are 
prescribed. 
 

 Mar 2016 Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act 2016 

 Repeals and replaces the Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act of 1984.  Enabling 
legislation for the Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits Declaration 2016. 
 
Enabling legislation to designate sea 
lanes and air routes and to prescribe 
traffic separation schemes; ships and 
aircraft to use all routes normally used for 
international navigation and overflight until 
such sea lanes and air routes are 
prescribed.   
 

 Apr 2016 Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits 
Declaration 2016 

 Promulgates geographical coordinates 
and charts. 
 
The Declaration appears to claim maritime 
entitlements that could only be derived 
from a claim of sovereignty over Wake 
Island. 
 
This claim is not recognized by the U.S.  
U.S. protested claim in CY 2016. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Sep 1984  Marine Zones Declaration 

Act 1984 
 

24nm  

 Mar 2016 Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act 2016 

24nm Repeals and replaces the Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act of 1984.  Enabling 
legislation for the Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits Declaration 2016. 
 

 Apr 2016 Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits 
Declaration 2016 

 Promulgates geographical coordinates 
and charts. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Mar 2016 Maritime Zones 

Declaration Act 2016 
 

200nm Enabling legislation for the Baselines and 
Maritime Zones Outer Limits Declaration 
2016. 
 

 Apr 2016 Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits 
Declaration 2016 

 Promulgates geographical coordinates 
and charts. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
EEZ  Sep 1984  Marine Zones Declaration 

Act 1984 
 

200nm  Established EEZ. 

 Mar 2016 Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act 2016 

200nm Repeals and replaces the Maritime Zones 
Declaration Act of 1984.  Enabling 
legislation for the Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits Declaration 2016. 
 

 Apr 2016 Baselines and Maritime 
Zones Outer Limits 
Declaration 2016 

 Promulgates geographical coordinates 
and charts. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Aug 1991    Acceded to Convention.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/MHL_1984_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/mhl_mzn120_2016_2.pdf

